
The Split That Could Reshape Medicine in Michigan 
 

Physician advocacy in Michigan is at a crossroads. The 
Michigan State Medical Society (MSMS) is evaluating 
structural changes that could lead to de unification 
between the state organization and County Medical 
Societies. These potential shifts could dramatically 
reshape how physicians connect, collaborate, and ad-
vocate for their profession. 

For decades, Michigan’s state and local medical socie-
ties have operated under a unified structure  physi-
cians joining both their county and state societies 
through a single, connected membership model. This 
alignment ensures seamless advocacy from the exam 
room to the state legislature.

But in recent years, MSMS has faced challenges in 
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At this writing, MSMS leadership has only reached out 
to County Medical Society leadership once  
minute meeting set by MSMS in July where the agenda 
was largely focused on MSMS leaders presenting pro-
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County Medical Societies and the physicians they 
represent face uncertain but important decisions 
about the future of organized medicine in Michigan. 
These decisions must be made with equal state and 
County Medical Society input and must be communi-
cated transparently with our unified membership to 
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With major structural changes to the future of physi-
cian representation in Michigan being considered in 
such a limited time frame, the County Medical Socie-

 are seeking clarity on several issues:

What models for membership and the state
county  are being considered? Will there 
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Could shared services or reforms 
strengthen MSMS and County Medical Society struc-
tures instead of dismantling  membership?

Will there be one or  HOD readings to approve 
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What Happens Next & How to Stay Involved

This time presents an opportunity for physicians across 
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and ideas are represented at the HOD.
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1819  Michigan Medical Society formed under Territorial 
laws. This original society limited itself largely to the exe-

June 1827  Washtenaw County 
June 1831  Oakland County
July 1835  
January 1836  Macomb County & Monroe County
June 1837  Branch County

 Wayne County

March 1853  March 1860  Peninsular Medical Society 

1866  Michigan State Medical Society formed.

1889  Kent County Medical Society formed.

1902  MSMS reorganized along the lines of a delegate body. 

1969 1970  

 MSMS begins to collect dues for county medical 

 

1981  Taskforce on MSMS Structure
1997  Governance Task Force
2002  

s
2003  

2006  
2011: Governance Task Force

2015  

2017 2019  
Delegates 

at the in person 2017, 2018 and 2019 House of Dele-

2019  Changes to MSMS Board of Directors governance 
.

2025  

governance structures. 

2025  MSMS Board of Directors vote to make 2026 
House of Delegates Virtual.

Key Milestones in Michigan’s Physician Advocacy Structure 
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